He  goes on  to recommend that,   "As much as possible,   collect   the   same data   from.
private schools as  from public schools."

NGA adds  that,   "Of  interest in the  future  will be  financing   issues  of public
versus private schools.     Basic  finance  information  concerning  both sectors
should continue  to be  considered a core data  element  in any  elementary/secondary
education data system."

QUALITY   AND  USEFULNESS

Data quality across all acquisition programs  is an  issue  addressed  in  most,   if
not all,   of  the papers.     David makes   the most  forceful  statement:

"If  the data  continue  to be as  inaccurate in  the   future  as   they  have   in
the past,   all other issues are moot.     Careful  choices  about what data  to
collect and  clear reporting and   interpretation cannot compensate  for
inaccurate data."

B.   Turnbull  requests   that,   "...   the highest priority  be placed  on   strengthening
the credibility of  the data through such means as quality  control  and
consistency  in data  series."

She  further states  that,   "The value of demographic  and  other descriptive  data
increases greatly when the data are  collected and  summarized  in  a  consistent way
from year  to year.     When a measure changes   ...   trends   ...   can  be   exaggerated  or
masked."

However,   she adds  a word of caution:

"...   even when  there seems  to be good  reason  to  tinker   ...   the potential
improvement should be  carefully weighted against the   loss   of
comparability.     Stability in measures   should win out   in most cases."

Grant echoes this latter concern.by stating, "Great care should be exercised to
see that the figures are comparable from State to State and consistent from one
year to the next."

Obviously NCES has a primary responsibility for quality,   but Bishop  states:

"The  central goal of  the  common  core   data program  should  instead  be   to
provide high quality data that are comparable  across  States.     This   implies
that NCES needs  to work, cooperatively with the States   to  insure   that data
reported are  consistent with the common defintions   that have  been
adopted."

17have been exposed.  By collecting
